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 November 20 MACUL Board Meeting, Plante & Moran, East Lansing
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MACUL Announces 
Free Special Interest 
Group Membership
At their annual Leadership Retreat, the 
MACUL Board approved free membership for 
all Special Interest Groups (SIGs).  The offer is 
available to all MACUL members. Members 
can join between one and all ten SIGs at no 
charge.

The ten Special Interest Groups are:

SIGCS - Computer Science 
SIGEE - Elementary Education  
SIGMS - Media Specialists 
SIGMM - Multimedia  
SIGOL - Online Learning 
SIGPL - Professional Learning 
SIGSPED - Special Education 
SIGTC- Technology Coordinators 
SIGTECH - Technicians  
SIGWEB - Webmasters

The SIGs are a great way to connect to edu-
cators with similar interests.  In addition to 
workshops and membership meetings offered 
during the annual MACUL conference, SIGs 
also hold smaller events during the year.  SIG 
members also have the option of subscribing 
to SIG Google Groups to keep current with 
upcoming activities and to form personal learn-
ing communities. 

Sign up for the SIGs at www.macul.org.

New MACUL Logo
You may have noticed that the MACUL logo 
has been updated. After using the former logo 
since the 1970’s, MACUL has been in search of 
a more modern logo for over a year.

The old logo included an icon of a computer, 
with some saying it was strategically positioned 
over Oakland County, home of early organiza-
tion founders.

The new logo reinforces the mission of 
MACUL; education technology is more 
than just computers, it is our opportunity to 

ignite learn-
ing through 
meaningful col-
laboration! 

Over the next 
several months you’ll be seeing the transition to 
the new logo. We hope you like it!

From the  
executive 
Director

By RIC WILTSEAnnouncing...
By Steve Schiller

Several years ago MACUL embarked 
on a new journey of Strategic Planning. 
Looking back recently, I was amazed at 
all of the projects that have become a 
reality due to that planning. There are 
many members of the MACUL leader-
ship, both past and present, who worked 
extremely hard on this, and we owe all 
of them a great debt of gratitude.

Strengthening our partnerships with 
other State and National organizations 
had long been a goal, and our new part-
nership with the Regional Education 
Media Center Association of Michigan 
(REMCAM) will solidify one of our 
primary goals, which is to provide 
quality professional development to 
our members. This new partnership is 
already paying off as this fall MACUL 
and REMCAM jointly announced the 
hiring of Sheila L. Dunham as the new 
Professional Development Coordinator 
for both organizations. Sheila came 
to the MACUL and REMCAM’s joint 
position with experience in developing 
educator training programs for Ingham 
Intermediate School District and 

Central Michigan University. As can be 
seen in the comments below, her hiring 
promises to bring both organizations to 
a new level. 
 
“We are thrilled to partner with the 
REMC Association of Michigan to bring 
Sheila to our staff in this new capacity. 
Sheila’s extensive background in design-
ing and implementing professional 
development experiences will enable her 
to expand our catalog of workshops and 
conferences to better train Michigan 
educators for technology readiness,” 
said MACUL Executive Director Ric 
Wiltse. 
 
“We are very fortunate to have Sheila 
as our new shared Professional 
Development Coordinator. Sheila’s 
accomplishments are exceptional. She 
has what it takes to help us achieve 
our priority of increasing statewide 
educational technology professional 
development statewide to improve 
student achievement.  She is a great 
addition to our team,” said REMCAM 
Executive Director Sue Schwartz. 

All of this promises improved 
professional development and service 
for our members. Welcome Sheila!
Steve Schiller has been an educator since 
1976 and is currently working for Muskegon 
Heights Public Schools. He has been a MACUL 
member since the mid 1980’s and is the 2012-
2013 MACUL President.

From the PresiDent’s Desk

www.macul.org
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More than 1,000 educators signed a petition to urge the US 
Congress to support technology professional development while 
at the ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education) 
Conference in San Diego that took place this past June. 

The petition was delivered to Congress by Hillary Goldman, 
ISTE Director of Government Affairs, and Don Knezek, 
ISTE CEO. It was written in response to Congress having 
eliminated funding for the EETT (Enhancing Education 
Through Technology) program. ISTE warns that without federal 
support, many professional development programs focusing 
on technology will be shut down, making it difficult to prepare 
children for 21st century careers. ISTE calls on policymakers to 
provide the investment and leadership necessary to ensure our 
schools and educators have support needed to provide a world-
class education for all students.

The EETT program was a US Department of Education initiative 
that was included with Title IID. Its goal was to provide school 
districts, particularly those serving lower income students, 
with the resources necessary to improve teaching and learning 
through the integration of technology into the classroom. Funds 
were allocated to states, and states allocated the funds to local 
districts based on Title 1 rules and/or competitive grants. 

In recent years, Michigan used EETT funding to provide 
programs and resources that have had far-reaching impact on 
Michigan’s educators and students:

• Mi Champions: a statewide model for professional development 
that provides the skill set necessary for building based 
“Technology Integration Champions” at the local level. Over 
1850 teachers have participated in collaborative teams and 
over 100,000 students have benefitted from the MI Champions 
program.

•	 sTeM Mi Champions: a statewide model for professional 
development focusing on science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics. Project teams work across disciplines to build 
project-based learning units. These technology-rich, Universally 

Designed units challenge students to solve real issues that affect 
our society. The result: increased engagement and achievement 
for all students.

•	 Mi learning on iTunes u: a gateway to educational audio, 
video, and PDF files shared by organizations and educators 
throughout Michigan offered free of charge. These curriculum, 
leadership, and professional development resources can be 
accessed using computer and mobile devices, offering great 
learning opportunities for students, educators and community - 
anytime and anywhere! 

•	 statewide Curriculum and Tech director Meeting: An annual 
gathering of curriculum and technology leaders to stay informed 
about relevant updates and network with the purpose of 
merging curriculum and technology initiatives.

•	 student Technology showcase at the Mi Capitol: An event 
held at the Michigan State Capitol Building to allow lawmakers, 
business leaders and other citizens to see first-hand how 
technology is used in classrooms across Michigan. K-12 student 
teams representing legislative districts from around the state 
demonstrate best practices of how technology can enhance 
teaching and learning for the success of Michigan students.

The impact of the loss of EETT funding will no doubt be felt in 
Michigan schools. These outstanding programs may need to be 
eliminated or reduced. Something that we can all do to make 
our voices heard regarding the need to support educational 
technology by policy makers is to use the Ed Tech Action 
Network at http://edtechactionnetwork.org. Click on “Act Now 
to Restore EETT Funding in FY 2013.” 

MACUL Advocacy Blog: http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/

Pam Shoemaker, ED.S. is the MACUL President Elect 
and Advocacy Committee Chairperson. She serves as an 
Instructional Coach for the Walled Lake Consolidated 
School District. 

ThE POwEr  
Of ThE CrOwd

By Pam 
Shoemaker

http://edtechactionnetwork.org.
http://edtechactionnetwork.org.
http://edtechactionnetwork.org.
http://edtechactionnetwork.org.
http://edtechactionnetwork.org.
http://edtechactionnetwork.org.
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/
http://maculadvocacy.wordpress.com/


8 | | MACULjournal| |Winter 2013

Back in the early days of online social networks, many popu-
lar virtual communities for students were either decentralized, 
or existed in forms that made them less than approachable to 
the average educator. The ICQ and AIM networks consisted of 
not much more than disjointed chat sessions, with conversa-
tions sometimes lasting just a few minutes to possibly hours, 
depending on how engrossed the participants were in the chats. 
MySpace, the progenitor of most current day virtual social net-
works, often resembled the best and worst aspects of students’ 
social interactions as parents and educators started to explore 
what online social networking was all about.
Although social networking technologies have advanced quickly 
in just a few shorts years, and the number of electronic devices 

accessible to teachers has increased dramatically (when including 
those that the students themselves can bring to school), there are 
still many educators who would like to introduce some aspect of 
social networking into their classroom. Whether it’s extending 
face-to-face discussions onto the internet, or looking for ways to 
create virtual study sessions, there are many ways for teachers to 
reach and connect with students and parents in the social net-
working space.

esTABlishing The environMenT
As someone who specializes in instructional technology, sur-
rounding myself with technological tools and toys every day, 
many educators are often surprised when I begin conversa-

Beginner’s Guide to Social  
Networking for the Classroom By Ben 

Rimes
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tions with them about social networking by asking what they’re 
doing offline with their students. Too often teachers will rush 
to establish a website, Facebook Page, or Google Group after 
becoming excited about seeing the possibilities play out in other 
classrooms, but haven’t taken the time to think about how their 
face-to-face environment might best be amplified online. For 
example, a history teacher at my high school was looking for 
a way for every student in his classroom to participate in class 
discussions, but was limited by the amount of time he had with 
the students each day. We talked about the depth that he wished 
the conversations could have, and how he wanted students to 
play off of ideas and questions posed in class. While the idea 
of a Facebook Group or a wiki had crossed his mind, we found 
that a Google Group through-
out school’s Google Apps for 
Education accounts worked won-
derfully. Students turned what 
would have been a very limited 
conversation about the anniver-
sary of the 9/11 attacks into an 
asynchronous conversation over 
the course of a week with well 
over 200 posts and replies.

Because the teacher I was work-
ing with had a strong sense of 
how to conduct conversations in 
the classroom that would allow 
students to mix personal narra-
tives and reflections with their 
readings and schoolwork, it was 
easy to transition that conversa-
tion to a social tool that was well 
suited for it. Sadly, not all first 
ventures with social network-
ing and online discussion go so 
smoothly. Often teachers may be initially excited about the social 
and collaborative nature of a wiki, only to turn it into a one-way 
publishing platform for them to give information to students. Or 
teachers that start using Twitter to share images and “happen-
ings” in the classroom with parents in a near real-time fashion, 
quickly tire of being part-time micro-bloggers, and give up shar-
ing and publishing new content. Each of these cases illustrate 
the playfulness and exploration that many educators possess, but 
often the lack of time or resources to think about what tool might 
best suit them, or how their classroom environment might best 
support the use of the tool.

Above all else, is the importance of recognizing that entering 
the world of social media and networking means that you need 
to be comfortable being a participant in the conversations, not 
just the “sage on the stage”, publishing content or resources to 
be consumed. Dave Copeland wrote about social networking in 
the higher-ed classroom last Spring (www.readwriteweb.com/
archives/for-social-media-in-the-classroom-to-work-instructors-
need-best-practices.php), and while best practices don’t yet 
exist, it’s clear from preliminary evidence and observations that 

the participatory culture of social networking is not going away 
anytime soon, and teachers will have to strike a balance between 
when to “jump in”, and when to “pull back” in virtual spaces, just 
as they must do in face-to-face settings.

Choosing A PlATforM
I make it a point to ask teachers exploring social networking 
what they want to achieve by using the tool. If the answer is shar-
ing information, broadcasting news and resources, or sharing 
highlights of the day, then a tool like Google Groups or a Twitter 
feed might work best. If teachers are looking for more interaction 
with their students, and want to have a more two-way interac-
tion, then establishing a Facebook Page, or setting up a blog on 

Wordpress.com or Edublogs.org 
might be better. For a fully flex-
ible platform that allows social 
and instructional interaction, a 
service like Edmodo or a tool like 
Moodle might better fit a wide 
range of needs. Below are a few 
tools that I recommend, in addi-
tion to a few options for creating 
a truly DIY (do it yourself) expe-
rience.

•	 Edmodo (www.edmodo.
com) - A social network built 
from the ground up for educators 
and learners. Similar to Facebook, 
teachers can create groups, share 
homework, post to the class timeline, 
encourage discussion, and a whole 
lot more. This is a great place 
for teachers looking for a larger 
community of educators interested 
in social networking to create a 
blended learning environment.

•	 Facebook (www.facebook.com) - The easiest way to earn “street 
cred” with your students. Create a Facebook Page for your class, 
as using your own personal account is usually not ideal. Many 
students are already on Facebook, and thus their school life can 
follow them to where they’re already gathering online.

•	 Twitter (www.twitter.com) - You can use Twitter as either a 
one-way broadcast solution, or interact with students in small 
140-character at a time chats. Study sessions could be carried out 
this way, or conversations with other teachers and students in the 
wide-open network.

•	 WordPress.com (http://wordpress.com/) - Edublogs.org would 
work for this one as well, since they both use the same WordPress 
tool to create free blogs. A good way to get conversation started 
around a topic of your choosing, or to get students journaling, 
reflecting, and discussing what they’re learning through threaded 
comments.

•	 WordPress.org (http://wordpress.org) - This is the “nerdy” option 
for WordPress, as you would need your own web hosting plan to 
install this version. Once you’ve cleared the technical hurdles, it’s 
only a few more clicks with an amazing plugin called BuddyPress 
(http://buddypress.org/), which changes WordPress from a simple 
blog to a full-fledged social network, complete with profiles, 
groups, messages, polls, forums, and more!

www.readwriteweb.com/archives/for
www.readwriteweb.com/archives/for
-social-media-in-the-classroom-to-work-instructors-need-best-practices.php
-social-media-in-the-classroom-to-work-instructors-need-best-practices.php
Wordpress.com
Edublogs.org
www.edmodo.com
www.edmodo.com
www.facebook.com
www.twitter.com
WordPress.com
http://wordpress.com
Edublogs.org
WordPress.org
http://wordpress.org
http://buddypress.org
http://wordpress.com/
http://buddypress.org/
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•	 Ning.com (www.ning.com/) - The original “social network in 
a box” option. While it isn’t free, the cheapest solution at $25 a 
month gives you full control of your very own branded social 
network for 10,000 members, including photo sharing, video 
sharing, groups, forums, calendar, and more! Might work well as an 
in-house student social network that’s a bit more of a walled garden 
when compared to Facebook.

CoMMuniCATion wiTh PArenTs
As I explored different social networking options with my class-
rooms over the years, one lesson I learned early on is that parents 
want to know what’s going on before you even mention the 
word to your students about your own Facebook Page or Twitter 
account. It may be different at the secondary level, but for me, 
using wikis at the elementary level meant sending out a letter or 
email to all the parents explaining the purpose of the networking 
(in my case, collaborative group work from home), and why I felt 
the tool was appropriate for me and my students.

Most of the time parents won’t have problems if you’ve taken the 
time to work with students about establishing strong classroom 
and learning environment guidelines. You can take those same 
face-to-face guidelines and apply them directly to your virtual 
space, and explain to parents about how your network will help 
enhance what you’re already doing in class. Does that mean stu-
dents might still make some poor decisions when using social 
media or networking for learning? Sure it does, but you’ll have 

a clear expectation of what learners should be focused on, and 
parents will be able to participate in the monitoring and facilita-
tion of your online learning space. A simple sample letter can be 
found on the “Your Personal Learning Network” Blog (http://
plnteach.global2.vic.edu.au/resources/sample-letter-to-parents-
re-blogging/).

The most important component of establishing and maintaining 
your own online socially networked learning space for students 
is to remember to carry over the strong relationships, established 
guidelines, and expectations from your face-to-face instructional 
time. Remember to have a clear focus of what you want to get 
out of the tool, and make sure to choose a tool that will allow 
your students to participate as much as they like, but remember 
you might need to step back in order to let some of that discus-
sion and participation happen. Social networking is here to stay, 
and this is the best time to explore and help shape best practices 
for your colleagues, school districts, and students. While the 
tools we use today may evolve quickly, the goal of focusing on 
the outcomes should help you weather any change in the social 
networking world.

Ben Rimes is an Instructional Technologist for Mattawan Schools where 
he facilitates the integration of technology in the classroom. You can find 
him on Twitter (@techsavvyed) or follow his blog (www.techsavvyed.net).
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          Explore these innovative programs:
       • Doctor of Management in Information Technology
       • Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering
       • Master of Science in Computer Science
       • Master of Science Education *
       • Master of Science in Information Systems
       • Master of Educational Technology * †
       • Bachelor of Science in Robotics Engineering
       • Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering 

          Also discover “fast-track” graduate certificates in:
       • Bioinformatics
       • Health IT Management
       • Instructional Design, Communication, and Presentation
       • Instructional Technology *
       • Robotics Education *
       • Workplace Technology *
                                                                * Scholarships provided to all participants
                                                                † Also available online

[ Waive your application fee at www.ltu.edu/applyfree ]

Lawrence Technological University | Office of Admissions
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058 | 800.225.5588 | admissions@ltu.edu | www.ltu.edu 
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Asynchronous collaboration can lead to a lack of interest, a 
lack of depth, and the need for artificial supports to keep the 
collaboration active. I know this because I have seen it firsthand:
 
•	 When using asynchronous discussion boards in my high 

school physics classes, students rarely go beyond the three 
required posts – a lack of interest since no one else is right 
there to “dance” with.

•	 When using asynchronous forums to collaborate with other 
teachers, we rarely engage back and forth to build off one 
another’s work – a lack of depth since everyone is digging 
their own hole.

•	 And when using asynchronous social networks to build 
online PLCs, I have to go out of my way to seed interesting 
conversations and beg for people to respond – artificial 
support of a collaboration that would otherwise collapse.

By contrast, we all have mental pictures of what happens when 
people work together in sync: raising the barn, digging to China, 
and the Chicken Dance. Yes, working together synchronously 
can be a wonderful thing, but when you add the power of social 
networking tools, then synchronous collaboration becomes truly 
mind-blowing. 

Here are five examples of synchronous social networking that 
can amplify collaboration in your classroom: 

Chat Attack 
Class discussions are so inefficient – only one person can talk at a 
time! The next time you want a lively class discussion, get out the 
computers. Post your questions on a chat wall, and have all the 
students participate in a synchronous written dialogue. 

Group Write 
For a frenetic twist on the quick write, ask all of your students 
to log in to the same Google Doc. Challenge them to collaborate 
synchronously to generate a 500-word summary of the topic 

under study. Give 5 minutes for group writing, and then 2 
minutes for group editing. It will be fun (for everyone) to see 
what they come up with. 

PhoTag Album 
Pass out the mobile devices and ask each student to take 3 
pictures illustrating a concept from your class. Provide a unique 
tag for students to use when they upload the images to Flikr. 
When everyone is finished, search on the unique tag and explore 
the collaborative gallery the students just built.

Twitter Wall  
Create a Twitter hashtag for your class, and display the Twitter 
feed in your classroom during group work, while watching 
a video, or (if you are really brave) while you are lecturing. 
Encourage students to post questions, comments, or ideas to the 
Twitter Wall for everyone to see. 

The Nebiwar 
Next time you prepare a webinar, flip it! Record your 
presentation and send it to the participants in advance. During 
the synchronous session, use the conferencing software to have 
a Q&A, brainstorming session, or Chat Attack with all of the 
participants.

For more information on social networking, access the new 
Social Networks in the Classroom collection on MI Learning on 
iTunes U.

Andrew Vanden Heuvel is an online teacher and 
course developer. He provides teacher technology 
training and consulting services to schools, 
districts, and organizations across Michigan.  
He can be reached at  avheuv@gmail.com.

Sometimes it just doesn’t make sense 
to do things asynchronously… 

The Case for Synchronous Social 
By Andrew Vanden Heuvel

mailto:avheuv@gmail.com
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Go ahead. Ask your students how many of them use Facebook. And 
get ready for a surprising amount of hands to be instantly raised. 
Kids are hanging out there before and after school, so why not apply 
their ‘expertise’ to a more educational use. Of course, your school 
filter will have a lot to say about that, but ClassTools.net has a 
wonderful work-around in the free template Fakebook at  
www.classtools.net/fb/home/page. 

Fakebook allows students to create an imaginary Facebook-like 
profile and wall for historical figures, authors, story characters, 
animals, etc.  Since Fakebook is essentially a timeline of events, 
students could also use Fakebook to map out the storyline of a book 
or the sequence of events in history (for example, the Lewis and 
Clark expedition) or “A Day in the Life of Our Class” listing out 
what happens in one day in your classroom. 

It’s simple to use. Start a profile by typing in the name of the person 
at the top of the page. Fakebook will automatically pull in an image 
from the web. If you don’t like that image, students can upload a 
different one. Add friends (again, instant pictures), create Profile 
info such as birth date, death date, job, relationship status, interests, 
etc. and then work on posts and comments to tell more about the 
person. Lots of higher-ordered thinking and creativity with the 
added benefit of looking at a variety of perspectives by ‘friends’ 
with their likes and dislikes. Students will have to set up posts in 
chronological order with older posts at the bottom. In the wrong 
place? Click and drag to perfect the ‘timeline’ effect.  So easy to use! 

Fakebook also has a suggested generic grading checklist (click 
the Markscheme link). Download and adapt to your own page 
requirements. 

Things i like ABouT fAkeBook: 
1. No registration or email needed. At the end of the 1st session, hit 
Save and you’ll be prompted to enter a password of your choice. 
Use your password at your next session to open your page and 
continue editing. See #2 Yucky below. 
2. You decide what goes into the Profile, which makes it convenient 
for more difficult Fakebook characters (e.g. a magnet). You may 
want to have a listing of possible profile topics for students to choose 
from.  
3. No Flash is used in the making of a Fakebook page, so this site 
plays well on an iPad. 
4. Fakebook will give you the embed code for your page, or you can 
print it, or you can download.  
yuCky sTuff: 
1. Ads on the page. Even though they are for educational products 
(mostly for teachers), they still ‘get in the way’ and can be easily 
clicked on. Have to spend money to join Classtools Premium to 
remove ads. 
2. Returning to your saved page isn’t intuitive. When you save, you 
need to record not only the password you chose, but also the URL 
of your page. When you return to your page, click Edit Profile and 
enter your password. If you don’t save the URL, you’ll have to search 
for your page from LOTS of pages with the same character! 
Time saver tip: Set up a template document with all the info that 
will be needed to create a Fakebook page. Once students have 
researched, collected, written, revised, and edited all their info you 
can then let them loose on the Fakebook web page.

Marilyn Western is the 2008 MACUL Teacher of the Year, a former member 
of the MACUL Board of Directors, a Discovery Educator Network (DEN) 
scholar, and a Mt. Pleasant Public Schools 5th/6th grade computer lab 
teacher. Outside of the classroom, she has worked as the 1998-99 MDE 
Technology Using Educator on Loan, a MI Champions course designer and 
instructor, a technology trainer for Clare Gladwin RESD, Gratiot Isabella 
RESD and Bay Arenac ISD, a national presenter for the Bureau of Education 
& Research, and a district Tech Guru. She can be reached via mwestern@
edzone.net.
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Effectively Moving the Message 
Okay, so you have a goal to improve communication with your 
students and their parents, but with all the options available, 
how do you select the most appropriate tool? Hopefully, the 
information below will provide some options – including a few 
you may not have considered.

Unlike adults, many students no longer use email. They live on 
their smart phones, through social media, and text messaging. 
Begin by surveying your students in your quest to select the most 
appropriate mode of communication. The average Facebook 
user spends nearly an hour a day on his Facebook site. If 
your students are Facebook users, create a separate “teacher” 
Facebook account, and create a Facebook page or Facebook 
group. For tips and examples, visit this wiki page:  
http://bit.ly/facebookclassroom. Take a close look at the 
wealth of examples and the parent permission form from Erin 
Schoening, a 1st grade teacher from Council Bluff Schools, Iowa.

Consider communicating to students through text messaging. 
Texting students from a teacher’s personal cell phone can put 
a teacher at risk of more than just miscommunication. Because 
of this, here are some alternatives to send text messages to your 
students. My favorite texting resource is the free Remind 1011. 
Students and their parents can “subscribe” to a class to receive 
information via text, email, or both. Your messages are sent 
via a web interface or using the free Remind101 app. It’s an 
opt-in service, with phone numbers and email addresses kept 
confidential. It’s a great tool for communicating important class 
information or reminders. 

Another text-based alternative is to use the email-to-text 
option available through cell phone carriers. For example, 
to send an email-to-text to a Verizon cell phone, use the cell 
phone’s 10 digit phone number, followed by @vtext.com, 
e.g., 2315551212@vtext.com. A comprehensive listing of cell 
phone carriers’ email-to-text addresses can be found at www.
emailtextmessages.com. Create an email group with students’ 
email-to-text addresses, and email reminders to this group and 
they receive the reminders as text messages. Note: similar to 
Remind 101, this is one-way communications. 

Most students have smart phones, and these phones can do a 
better job of following teacher information posted to Twitter. 
A popular model is for a teacher to create a specific Twitter 
account for a particular classroom or to use a unique hash tag for 
a class. You might check out the blog post, “13 Ways Twitter 
Improves Education2,” for other ideas about using Twitter. Those 
using Twitter often include an embedded Twitter widget3 into 
their online course or blog. Widgets can be customized to display 
a running timeline of tweets for a specific twitter account, tweets 
with a specific #hashtag, or other information.

For blog-using teachers, consider tools that push the information 
out to users. For example, add the Word Press Twitter plugin4 to 
auto-tweet updates from a blog post. Plugins like Subscribe 25 
allow users to subscribe to a blog so they receive an email each 
time there is a new blog post. While Subscribe 2 might be ideal 
for parents who still read emails, the WordPress Text Message6 
plugin, which sends out a text message for each blog post, is 
more ideal for texting to student phones. Not a Word Press user, 
Blogger users will find some of these widgets built into the 
different theme, or they can quickly find them online from posts 
such as 29 Blogger Widgets and Plugins7.

Teachers must adopt new communication strategies to 
connect with their students. Try some of the new methods to 
communicate with your students - be it Twitter, Facebook, 
blogging, or text messaging. Students appreciate being reminded 
about homework or upcoming assignments. In order to do 
this effectively, teachers must first identify the most effective 
tool, or tools to communicate with their students and parents. I 
encourage you to take a risk and try something new.

Reference links:
1Remind 101, http://remind101.com
213 Ways Twitter Improves Education, http://askatechteacher.wordpress.
com/2012/03/22/13-ways-twitter-improves-education/
3Embedding Twitter widgets, https://twitter.com/settings/widgets
4WordPress Twitter plugin, http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wp-to-twitter/
5WordPress Subscribe 2 plugin, http://subscribe2.wordpress.com/
6WordPress Text Message plugin, http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wordpress-
text-message/
729 Blogger Widgets and Plugins. http://www.mintblogger.com/2009/01/30-
blogger-widgets-and-plugins.html

Andy Mann is the Director, REMC 4 and  
Instructional Technology Consultant for the  
Muskegon Area Intermediate School District.

QUICk keyS And TIpS

By Andy Mann
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Imagine the surprise on my friend’s face when I told her that I 
had gone to conferences in San Diego, Ireland, California and 
Australia…

“I thought schools didn’t have money for trips like that,” she 
said. 

“You can go to any conference you want as long as you don’t 
leave home,” I replied. 

She looked puzzled so I added, “I didn’t actually travel to those 
places, but I sure learned a lot!” 

So what’s the secret? I used Twitter and stayed in the comfort of 
my own home.

Twitter is a social media tool that allows you to send or “tweet” 
brief text messages of 140 characters or less to other people 
who are interested in that information. You can do this through 
followers or hashtags. If a person “follows” another person on 
Twitter, they automatically get any tweets in their live feed and 
can read the information. Hashtags allow a user to tell anyone 
(followers or not) that the tweet is about a certain topic. When 

people search for that topic, they see the tweet. All hashtags start 
with a # and then a word or term associated with the topic.

My first conference was the 2012 ISTE National Conference 
which took place from June 24-26 in San Diego, CA. First, I 
needed to find the ISTE conference site and read through the 
materials so that I could find the hashtag they would be using 
in Twitter. Finding the hashtag would allow me to follow 
the conversations and find resources being shared by people 
attending the conference. A quick Google search led me to 
the conference site at www.isteconference.org, and I was off 
and running. Scanning through the headings, I saw that I 
could look at the conference program as well as download the 
mobile app for my phone or tablet. These items would come 
in handy later, but for now I was in search of the hashtag. I 
noticed that one of the sections in the navigation bar was for 
ISTE communities. Bingo! It took me to www.isteconference.
org/2012/communities/ which had a list of all the social tools 
ISTE would be using during the conference. The hashtag for the 
conference was #iste12. This bit of information would be the key 
to a lot of learning. 

Let’s 
Travel 
with 
Twitter!
By Tammy Maginity

www.isteconference.org
www.isteconference.org/2012/communities
www.isteconference.org/2012/communities
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The ISTE conference started with pre-conference sessions, so I 
wanted to get my Twitter account ready before that. Since I was 
going to be monitoring many things at once, I decided to get 
set up with a Tweetdeck account at www.tweetdeck.com. Using 
this tool instead of the actual Twitter page really helps once the 
tweets start flying. It allows me to monitor several hastags as 
well as my live feed on one page. 

On Friday, June 24 I began my quest. I opened my Tweetdeck 
and searched for the #iste12 hashtag and added it as a column to 
my Tweetdeck screen.

 

Instantly I started seeing tweets about the conference. There 
would not be a ton of tweets yet, but there could still be some 
good information. Once the main conference started on Sunday 
night, it was like Christmas!

Although I wanted to learn and get good information, I did 
not want to sit in front of my Twitter account for four days. I 
knew that I would be able to check the hashtag several times 
a day. Tweets are organized with the most recent tweets at the 
top. When I would check, I started at the top and worked my 
way down. Sometimes I would go all the way back to the last 
time I accessed the tweets, other times, I would stick to the most 
recent. It became important to have a method to my madness 
for screening tweets. You will develop your own as you use this 
process, but let’s start with how I classify tweets.

The first category is “Fluff” - For all of you who tweet and 
say things like, “Well, here I am at ISTE, can’t wait to learn,” 
I love your enthusiasm, but it does not contain any links or 
information that may lead to learning. I am not saying not to 

tweet such things, but understand it does not fit my criteria for 
this job. Another example is quotes. Again, there are some great 
quotes but it does not have anything for me to continue learning.

Next there is a “Partial Hit” – These tweets may contain names 
of people, programs or resources but do not actually give a URL. 
If I don’t find someone else who tweets about the topic and 
includes a link, then I can always Google it and see what I find. 
An example might be, “Participating in a great session where 
they are talking about UDL and tools you can use to apply it 
to your lessons.” There is not a link here, but if I search UDL 
and lesson, I quickly find information about Universal Design 
for Learning and the criteria to use to make sure the learning is 
accessible to all students. Now I can dive in deeper later and find 
out what it is all about.

The last category is a “Definite Hit” – The tweet contains 
information and a link to find out more. The link can take you 
to a blog post, a general website, a picture, a shared document 
in Google docs, notes in Evernote, presentations on Slideshare 
and Prezi, or a million other resources that could fill you in on 
what is going on. If I find that information to be good, I will 
bookmark it with my Diigo Social Bookmarking site account. 
An example of this type of tweet might be like this one from 

 Jennyluca: “ I made a single link to share all the web tools I will 
show today - So check out http://t.co/4qT4VKm0#ISTE12”

Now that you understand my categories for tweets, let’s look at 
the process I use as I go through the list of tweets:

1. Read the tweet and decide which category it fits (fluff, 
partial, or definite hit).

2. If it is a partial or definite hit, then I would star it by 
using the favorite button in Twitter.

3. Now I can go back at a later time and look through my 
favorites to see if there is any good information that 
will allow me to dig deeper.

I continue this process off and on throughout the conference. 
I am not going to read every tweet, but I will certainly get the 
main points. 

Going back through the favorites is where we can hit pay dirt. 
When I find something that I want to keep, I use my Diigo 
account to save the link or information so I can access it when I 
need it.

Let’s 
Travel 
with 
Twitter!
By Tammy Maginity

www.tweetdeck.com
http://t.co/4qT4VKm0
http://t.co/4qT4VKm0#ISTE12%E2%80%9D
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Andrew Vanden Heuvel
avheuv@gmail.com
agl-initiatives.org

Get hands-on teacher training in:

Making apps for the classroom
Developing online courses
Creating iPad curriculum

Why not learn how
to make an app instead?

Is this all you get
out of your PD?

Another great resource is a site called Topsy (www.topsy.com). 
This site allows me to go in and search the hashtag. You can 
set it to only show tweets with links. You can also specify the 
amount of time to look at the hashtag history. It could be in the 
last day, week month or year. Then I can scan that list and save 
good items to Diigo.

The hashtags are the main tool I use to “attend” the conference. 
But there were other tools available as well. ISTE had a blog, a 
daily newspaper, Facebook and many other resources. I can scan 
and participate in those to get information as well. Here is a blog 
post from Techconnects that talked about ways to be involved in 
the conference virtually. It can found at ncara.edublogs.org.

So that is my secret. I did the same thing with Moodle 
Conferences (Moodle Moots) that took place in Indiana 
(#mootusin12), Australia (#mootau12), and California 
(#mootusca12). You can even start monitoring the Moodle 
Moot in Ireland for 2013 (#mootie13).

Given the choice, I would certainly rather attend a conference 
in person. It is the best way to really feel the conference, meet 
people, and learn new things. But when it is impossible to be 
there, Twitter is the next best thing. 

Would you like to get started? Check out the other resources 
listed and learn more about Twitter and how to use it as a 
Professional Learning Tool.

Tammy Maginity has been in education for 23 years and is currently the 
Instructional Technology Coordinator for Pennfield Schools. She is a current 
MACUL Board member as well as a teacher at MSU in the MAET program. 
Contact her at maginitt@pennfield.net.

www.topsy.com
ncara.edublogs.org
mailto:maginitt@pennfield.net
www.gvsu.edu/grad/edtech
http://www.agl-initiatives.org/
mailto:avheuv@gmail.com
http://www.topsy.com


Everyday in America, students and teachers alike sit through 
many lectures racing to keep up with the information that is being 
presented in order to have complete notes. In the process, you are 
only hearing every third word and are missing key concepts that are 
being shared. How many of you have left PD sessions with hand 
cramps? Think about how your students feel!

There is an answer to this problem that can be found in the use of 
social media. Through tools such as Twitter, note taking becomes 
an interactive activity rather than a menial task of writing fast. 
“Now wait” you say, “Twitter is blocked in my district”. No worries, 
I have you covered. Social media does not always have to be Twitter 
and Facebook. Any time that you can use a site to interact with 
each other, you are using a social media tool. Sites such as www.
todaysmeet.com, and www.wallwisher.com allow you similar 
functions as Twitter in terms of communicating with others.

Let’s take TodaysMeet.com. This site is designed for you to be 
able to have a chat about the topic of a meeting or lecture without 
disrupting the presenter. It allows you to have dialogue about the 
information being presented and enhance the content in your own 
way. So instead of having to take all of the notes for the session, 
you share an interactive space with others in the room who are also 
taking notes and providing commentary. The best part is that these 
notes can be printed as a transcript after the end of the meeting 
as a summary of the session. Participating in this type of activity 
is considered being part of the “back channel.” At the MACUL 
conference every year, there is a dedicated back channel that is 
always bursting with information… look it up!

 

I would be remiss if I did not talk about the use of Twitter in the 
same fashion. By simply using hashtags (i.e. #macul) you can 
participate in collaborative note taking in a more public forum. 
Personally, I have used this technique to attend many conferences 
from the comfort of my couch! Rather than worrying about missing 
a session or lecture, you can find comfort that the 5 people who are 
back channeling the session will provide you with the information 
that you would have gained had you been in that room. 

How does this work with students? Have them do a TodaysMeet.
com room during a lecture for your class, or while they are 
researching a topic. This collaborative gathering of the minds is 
the basis for the need of social media. Your students will gain more 
from this activity than if they had to take paper notes (the old 
fashioned way). Additionally, they will be very comfortable with 
the idea of interacting around a topic as they do it all the time on 
Facebook. This also gives you a way to go back and see what they 
found important and any misconceptions that may have occurred. 

Take some time and try to join in the social world of collaborative 
note taking. I promise you will create a back channel for everything 
you attend, and will have your students wanting to do the same 
thing. 

John Phillips is the Director of the MACUL Special Interest Group for 
Elementary Education (@SigEEMacul). He is a graduate of Michigan State 
University’s Masters in Education Technology program and currently works 
for Battle Creek Public Schools, in Battle Creek, MI. He can be found on 
Twitter at @bcgeek.

Work smarter, not harDer: 

USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO ENGAGE YOUR STUDENTS (AND YOU!)

 
By John Phillips, 
Director SIGEE

www.todaysmeet.com
www.todaysmeet.com
www.wallwisher.com
TodaysMeet.com
TodaysMeet.com
TodaysMeet.com
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Social networking has been a pervasive part of the human condition 
forever; what has changed in recent years is how technology has 
transformed what is possible. That transformation is radical. 
Historians may look back at this era and see it as profound a period 
of change, for example, as the introduction of the printing press.

For almost everyone, this radical change is happening more in 
our personal lives outside education than as a part of how formal 
education takes place. This is even truer for our students. In 
addition, there are risks emerging with all this activity, risks that 
most of us are not even close to fully appreciating, risks that are an 
impediment to providing valuable learning experiences. 

What are the opportunities and the benefits of doing more? This 
article will first sketch out some of the core elements of social 
networking and their history, discuss issues and barriers, note a few 
examples of its use in education, and close with additional ideas.

Core eleMenTs
You have probably heard someone assert we’ve lost the art of 
conversation, the art of writing a fine letter, or reference scholarly 
work such as Robert Putnam’s Bowling Alone: The Collapse and 
Revival of American Community (Putnam, R.D, Simon & Schuster, 
New York, 2000), arguing that people are less and less engaged 
with social organizations. Perhaps, but as the amount and quality of 

Social Networking

Personal, educational, and all mixed uP
By Gregory Marks, Michigan Virtual University®
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online communication has increased, many changes in interactions 
with other people have come about; if we each reflect on our 
personal “connectivity,” including email, ubiquitous cell access, 
texting and various Web sites, most of us are much more actively 
connected than ever.

Of course, you are a MACUL member, so it seems only natural that 
you use all the technology at least a bit more adroitly than most 
people, but think about your friends and family; aren’t many of 
them active users as well?

The first such social networking system I experienced was the 
CONFER system on the Michigan Terminal System (MTS) at the 
University of Michigan and later at Wayne State University as well, 
and more broadly through the early Merit Network; it was created 
by Bob Parnes and first became available in 1975. Many of the 
factors that still persist were immediately evident:
 
•	 There was the question of whether users should be identified 

by real name or if pseudonyms are acceptable. 

•	 There was a choice whether or not responses would be 
moderated and edited for inappropriate discussion before 
being made public. 

•	 There quickly became a need for suitable policies about 
content, especially in an educational institution that believes 
in free speech, when one person attacks another (or, heaven 
forbid, a teacher, a professor or the school or university) or 
statements are made that seem contrary to facts. 

•	 It quickly became common to use online discussion as part of 
coursework. 

•	 It became a location where documents and other course 
materials were placed for easy online access by others. 

•	 Grouping happened rather quickly; a course instructor would 
create a session open only to those students in a specific course. 

•	 With grouping came access control; the need to be given 
permission to be a part of the group, with some form of 
identity and password for access. 

•	 Privacy policy issues emerged such as whether it was 
acceptable to copy or quote what someone said inside such a 
private group, in some other context. 

•	 Questions about fair use of intellectual property had to be 
addressed for the online world.

•	 There was the ability to vote on an item put before the group; 
soon there were more general rating systems.

Looking at 40 years of progress, social networking is amazingly 
important in our personal lives. Do you look at the ratings of 
products contributed by other people in Amazon or Yelp or 
Netflix? Do you ever Skype with other people, including friends 
or relatives elsewhere in the world? Do you look frequently at 
Facebook, Twitter, Google+, Yahoo, Pinterest, Flickr, Tumblr 
or LinkedIn? Do you follow the discussions associated with new 

postings in YouTube, Gizmodo, the Huffington Post, or the New 
York Times? Of course! But what about in education?

issues And BArriers
Free speech is a deeply held value in American culture. Yet, with so 
many new opportunities to exercise it, and to experience the results 
of it, there is much trepidation, especially in K-12 schools, about 
the consequences. We worry a lot about how young minds will be 
impacted. We worry a lot about what young people will say that 
offends others, or is “bullying” in some form, or “detracts from real 
learning.” 

The obvious challenge is that young people are being exposed to 
so much outside schools, with the implication, for example, that 
a traditional U.S. government civics lesson doesn’t come close to 
touching all the factors that students need to be attuned to and 
ready to cope with. Which decade is your school preparing your 
students for?

A few exAMPles
MACUL is of course a leader in the use of social networking, with 
MACUL Space http://maculspace.ning.com/. It has the elements 
described at the start of this article, with discussions, chats, photos, 
videos, documents and more. It serves a broad but fairly specific 
community, and has multiple groups within it.

The Algebra 4 All site (http://a4a.learnport.org) has that same 
array of elements, but is specifically for Algebra teachers, having 
grown out of a joint professional development project of the 
Michigan Mathematics and Science Center Network, Michigan 
Virtual University and the Michigan Department of Education. 
It has expanded its audience this past year beyond Michigan and 
has nearly 1,700 members at present; 298 lessons that have been 
placed on the site for sharing with other teachers, plus an extensive 
collection of tutorials and videos.

A different approach was taken in Michigan LearnPort® in creating 
the Michigan History for Third Grade Teachers professional 
development course. The teachers taking the course are asked to 
write analyses of specific topics and then share them with other 
teachers in the course for feedback. Since they can start the course 
at any time and proceed at their own pace, using a unique site could 
mean that many of the postings would take place when no one else 
was present to view them and comment. 

The solution was to create a private group in Facebook (www.
facebook.com/groups/201920646495953/) for teachers taking the 
professional development. On the assumption that Facebook was 
fairly likely to be visited with some frequency, whenever a new 
analysis was posted most of the other teachers would see it when 
they next reviewed Facebook postings.

In a recently created Michigan LearnPort course on app 
development for mobile devices, it was felt that the participating 
teachers would benefit from rich discussion, sharing, and 
interaction during their professional development experience. 
Edmodo (www.edmodo.com/) was selected as the delivery 
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A Unique Road Trip Connecting 
Two Amazing Educator Groups - 
Coming to MACUL 2013
In what could be the first and biggest crowd sourced 
Edtech guest speaker road trip ever, six teachers from 
California will be driving cross country in a van to visit 
MACUL 2013 as part of a unique exchange of culture 
and ideas between two large regional teaching 
communities. The genesis of this connection is a story 
that shows what is best about the rapidly emerging 
concept of “connected teachers”. 

MACUL board member David Prindle was visiting 
California last summer as part of the Krause 
Foundation’s MERIT Summer Camp, when 
he met CUE member Jon Corippo via an 
Elluminate session, when Jon was sharing 
about his 1:1 high school.

Via Twitter, Jon and Dave became fast 
friends. As their conversations developed 
online, David and Jon realized that 
MACUL and CUE members were almost 
totally unaware of each others’ 
Doppelganger-like existence. Rapidly, a plan developed 
to link the two organizations via some kind of event, 
the question was: how?

The spark happened on the way home from the 
annual CUE Conference in Palm Springs. David 
challenged Jon to a road trip. Jon immediately tweeted 
the challenge to his CUE brethren, and an excited team 
of educators formed almost overnight.

Details were 
finalized at ISTE 12 in 
SanDiego and the 
complete plan 
became apparent. 
Seven CUE teachers 
will be driving 
together in a road 
trip through the heartland of America nonstop, to arrive in 
Detroit in time for MACUL 2013. The goal is to share the 
best of Edtech from California and to raise the awareness of 

MACUL on the West Coast as well as 
nationwide. 

The six CUE Team members will be 
representing four regional CUE affiliates, 
where they serve as presidents, board 
members, and very active presenters 
statewide. All six are Google Certified 
Teachers; two are Apple Distinguished 
Educators. The six are considered key 

members of the CUE Rock Star Teacher community and all 
are very excited to meet their MACUL counterparts.

The CUE Rock Star Teachers

Sean Williams
@seani
gplus.to/Seani
seani.posterous.com

Jim Sill
@mistersill
gplus.to/mistersill
mistersill.com

Dave Childers
@davechilders
gplus.to/davechilders
linkedin.com/in/
davechilders

Jon Corippo
@jcorippo
jcorippo@gmail.com
mistercorippo.com

Chris Scott
@cscottsy
gplus.to/cscottsy
cscottsy.com (wip)

Will Kimbley
@willkimbley
gplus.to/willkimbley
teachinteractive.org

Unique things about the road trip: 

The CUE-MACUL Roadtrip will be completely accessible 
online, with daily blog entries (cuemacul.weebly.com/), 
Google Maps of the route, a live Twitter Feed 
(CUEMACUL), Facebook and Google+ pages and YouTube 
videos of the trip will be posted all along the way. 

On the way, educators will be able to meet with the CUE-
MACUL Roadtrip team when they stop for gas and food on 
their way across America. The entire trip will be 
documented and shared at MACUL 2013 as part of over 
FIFTEEN sessions, the CUE Roadtrippers will be presenting 
to MACUL Conference attenddees, as part of an effort to 
connect educators nationwide.

Join us for the trip on your favorite social media 
connection, and preview all the sessions that the CUE Rock 
Star Teachers will be bringing to MACUL 2013, with 
subjects like: Apple TV + iPad, Universal Lesson Design, 
Common Core Integration, Screencasting, Mobile Devices 
and BYOD Techniques and much, much more.

@CUEMACUL

CUE-MACUL RoadTrip 

CUE-MACUL RoadTrip 

mailto:jcorippo@gmail.com
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The following is a fictional exchange of emails 
around a decision by a school superintendent. 
To: Mike Sanders, Superintendent 
From: Nancy DeYoung, High School Principal

Mike: 
I know you said that we need to help students become good 
digital citizens. Who will help the parents, teachers, staff, etc.?

I think you need to see some of these emails that I have gotten. 
Some good, some bad. All of them make good points. We need to 
keep talking about this.

Thanks, 
Nancy

To: Nancy DeYoung, High School Principal 
From: Renee Whitman, High School Parent

Dear Mrs. DeYoung, 
I write to you today as a very concerned parent. My daughter, 
Ashley, gave me the letter indicating that the school has decided 
to allow students to access the Facebook social networking site 
during the school day.

I find this unacceptable.

As her parent, it is my job to help Ashley learn to manage time 
for things: having friends, running track, choir, oboe lessons, play 
practice, etc. She has a number of interests and responsibilities. 
Wasting time on the computer has no place in her (or my) busy 
schedule.

Beside my concerns about the wasted time, I am very concerned 
about other issues that go along with these social networking sites. 
These sites are a breeding ground for bullying and inappropriate 
conversations. Kids need supervision, and these sites do not 

provide that supervision. I certainly do not need Ashley engaging 
with some stranger online and getting exposed to sexual pressure. 
I have heard what kids are doing online and that is not what I 
want for my daughter.

I am very familiar with Facebook. I have been using it for quite 
some time, but I don’t see why kids would need to use it in school. 
I have a job. I need to connect with my clients so they can see 
what properties I have available. Ashley is a student. Her job is 
learning in school. She does not need this distraction.

I would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and discuss 
this further.

Sincerely, 
Renee Whitman 
Lakes Properties (Let me help you find your dream home!)

To: Nancy DeYoung 
From: Roger Allen, High School Computer Technician

nancy:

i got your note about removing facebook from the list of blocked 
sites - it is done. get ready - students will be wanting to send you 
gifts. :-) i had my machine set to bypass the filters, so i never had 
to deal with my facebook page being blocked. 

btw [by the way] - i appreciate this decision. i was swamped with 
trying to keep these little monsters from finding holes in the filter. 
as soon as one kid found a way to get past the filter, he would post 
it on facebook. it was a constant battle and i am looking forward 
to having more time to spend on more productive projects.

today i am one happy technician. ;-)

rog 
all your base are belong to us

fACEBOOk
ThE

fACEOff

By Michael Partridge,  
SIGMM Assistant Director

Facebook Faceoff continued on page 27



School districts today are facing decreased 
funding while also experiencing an increase in 
responsibilities to meet expectations.  Added 
demands for improving student performance, 
meeting state reporting requirements and 
an increase of the workload on existing 
staff coupled with this funding reduction 
has created a disparity between the two that 
results in an efficiency gap.

BuT WHAT IF YOu COuLD CHANGE THIS? 
What if you could easily access and use your data to improve 
educational programs in your district? And what if you could 
use that data to not only benchmark and measure your district’s 
performance in real time, but also improve parents, staff, and 
board member’s value and perception of what you’re doing? 
Finally, what if you could improve your district’s operational 
efficiency and eliminate some of your staff’s administrative 

burdens by implementing a single system that manages your 
student and administrative information from one solution? 
That’s exactly why school districts like yours are already working 
with Skyward. They know that, by deploying our School 
Management System, they can manage all aspects of their school 
district—their student information as well as administrative 
management functions such as HR, finance, and others—from 
one single database. As a result, they’re able to find ways to close 
this efficiency gap seen in districts.
  
I highly recommend Skyward to any school district. My own 
district, Saginaw Township Community Schools, has used Skyward 
as its student as well as business administration software system 
since 1999. We were one of the first districts in Michigan to 
implement it. We have been extremely pleased with the software 
and with the service and support received over the years. 

Bobbi Gorden  
Information Systems Administrator
SAGINAW TWP CMTY SCH DIST

Want to learn more, visit Skyward at www.skyward.com/MI or 
call Diane at 1-800-236-7274 ext.1581

Is your district challenged with an efficiency gap?

www.skyward.com/MI
http://www.skyward.com


Preparing Students for a Global & Digital World

“21things4students” presents real-world skills that students will 
be able to take with them to business or IT careers.”  -  Scott 
Husken, Teacher, Anchor Bay Middle School South, Grades 6-8

“21things4students is an engaging, interactive program that 
makes learning vital technology concepts fun! My students 
loved it!”   - Kathy Campau, Teacher, Richmond Middle School, 
Grades 5-8

“21things4students is the only open source resource that I have 
found that provides information, web links, and activities for 
students and teachers that cover the National and Michigan 
Technology Standards. Teachers in all subject areas can now 
be better equipped to integrate the technology standards 
regardless of their technology proficiency. 21things4students 
is powerful, ever- changing, and engaging; I look forward to 
seeing the transformation in education!”   -  Renee Jorae, 
Teacher, St. Johns Middle School, Grades 6-8

21things4students.net For more information contact
21things4students@remc.org

What People Are Saying About 
21Things4Students:

21Things4Students

    students in grades 6-8 for 21st century 
    educational technology skills

    school and high school teacher can use

Aligned with Michigan Technology 
    Standards (MET-S)

    Standards for Students (NET-S)

    
    Technology Assessment

mailto:21things4students@remc.org
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Promoting 
Participation and 
Collaboration 
with Piazza
By Caitlin Stansell

How many times has a student come to class empty-handed 
the day an assignment is due with the explanation “I didn’t 
understand the instructions” or “I forgot that it was due today?” 
As teachers, we all struggle in this situation and wish there 
was a simple way to resolve these common issues. No matter 
how many times we read over the directions, provide daily 
reminders, and ask if there are any questions, students still run 
into problems when they are back at home without any way 
of communicating with their teachers. If students had an easy 
way of contacting us or another classmate to get any confusion 
resolved, we would not have to worry about students coming to 
class unprepared.

To solve this problem, teachers across the United States have 
begun using Facebook groups and Twitter feeds as a place where 
students and instructors can discuss upcoming assignments 
and answer any questions that arise outside of school. However, 
some have questioned the safety and security of these popular 
social networking sites. If only there was a website made 
specifically for student and teacher cooperation that revealed 
no personal, and potentially problematic, information. Look no 
further, because Piazza has arrived!

Free online collaboration 
technology tool and FERPA-
compliant www.piazza.com 
is already making waves and 
turning heads at the university 

level, and it is only a matter of time before middle and high 
school teachers take notice of its benefits and introduce the site 
to their students. The designers of Piazza boast that it allows 
instructors to “save time” and “teach better.” With Piazza, 
teachers can create spaces online for their students to pose 
questions, share ideas, and work together to solve problems 
or complete assignments, thus allowing students to teach 
each other. As an added plus, teachers can monitor student 
discussions and add their two-cents as well if they see that their 
classes are struggling.

And Piazza is not only for getting student questions answered! 
Teachers can post a class syllabus, reminders about upcoming 
exams, and feedback from a particular lesson to engage the class 

and keep students thinking about the information discussed in 
the classroom. Students who are absent can use Piazza to ask 
colleagues and instructors what they missed and download any 
new assignment worksheets. Teachers can also post homework 
and due dates on their class pages.

While Facebook class groups and other popular social 
networking sites have their advantages in and out of the 
classroom, some districts do not allow their teachers to use these 
tools for educational purposes. Piazza provides a safe online 
place where students and teachers have all of the same benefits 
as any regular social networking site, plus more. Besides hosting 
a single space where all can collaborate to complete assignments 
and answer questions, Piazza allows instructors to post class 
handouts, project instructions, and links to YouTube videos, 

journal articles, and other class-related material. Students will 
then always have this information available on the class page in 
case their hard copies are ever lost; this ultimately saves both 
time and paper.

A recent article in The New York Times (Rusli, 2011) showcased 
the collaborative website and discussed how its tools and 
capabilities give users a similar social networking feel as 
Facebook. The article also gives insight into the creative and 
imaginative mind of the originator of Piazza, Pooja (Nath) 
Sankar. After being released to the Stanford University student 
community in 2009, the site has now reached over 330 schools 
after being opened to all institutions in January 2011. Piazza has 
proved its popularity in a very short time; in less than two years, 
instructors and students across the country have discovered the 
benefits of this interactive online tool.

Consider this scenario: You assign a project to be completed 
with a group at home, but students complain that their different 
schedules do not allow them to all meet at the same time 
and place. This is another issue that teachers are fighting in 
today’s society; between afterschool jobs, sporting events, band 

www.piazza.com
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practices, and caring for younger siblings, students are involved 
in a number of different extracurricular activities every day, 
making it almost impossible for their free time to align with 
that of their peers. That is where Piazza comes in! Students can 
collaborate on their own time to assign roles, generate ideas, 
and complete any group assignment. Instructors are also able to 
monitor everyone’s progress and participation to ensure each 
group member is pulling his or her own weight.

Piazza includes a variety of tools that allows both students 
and instructors to post responses, help answer questions, and 
create new questions and material for collaboration. This is 
more efficient for teachers because they no longer need to 
repeatedly answer the same question from different students via 
e-mail. Whenever a new question is asked or a new response 
is posted, it is highlighted in a different color to show that new 

information is available; this color-coding also 
differentiates between student and instructor-posted 
material. Instructors can choose to let students post 
anonymously or with their identities shown, and 
they are able to endorse student responses that they 
feel are particularly strong. This allows students to 
feel safe asking any questions and responding to one 
another.

To get started, all instructors need to do is register a 
class page under their school’s name. Once the class 
page is established, teachers then invite students 
by either giving them a signup link or entering 

their e-mail addresses in the Settings tab; students will then 
automatically receive a link to activate their account. Do not let 
another student question go unanswered ever again! Sign up today 
and allow students to explore, respond, and collaborate in the 
cyberspace world of Piazza!

References:
Rusli, E. M. (2011, July 3). Homework help site has a social networking 
twist. The New York Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.
com/2011/07/04/technology/04piazza.html?pagewanted=2&_
r=1&ref=homework

Caitlin Stansell recently completed the Master of Arts in Educational Studies 
with Secondary Teacher Certification program at the University of Michigan 
and is now substitute teaching high school English in the Lansing area. She 
can be reached via e-mail at: cstansel@umich.edu.
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The 21things4students (21things4students.net) Project was 
developed to equip students with 21st Century Technology 
Skills, for success in their education, jobs, and lifelong learning 
experiences. 21things4students was specifically funded by 
the REMC Association of Michigan to provide districts 
with resources to help students meet or exceed the 8th grade 
technology proficiency requirements in Michigan. Over 700 
educators from Michigan and across the country use this 
resource with 10s of 1,000s of their students.

The 21things4students (21t4s) design team of Carolyn 
McCarthy-Project Manager, Jan Harding and Jennifer 
Parker-Moore-Macomb ISD and Melissa White-Ingham ISD 
along with members of the REMC Instructional Technology 
Specialists and classroom educators took two years of feedback 
from students and teachers and made many improvements to 
the website this past summer.

The new 21things4students site, launched this past August, 
features a more “kid-friendly” look and feel, more videos and 
interactivity, a more game-like approach (with points, badges 

and achievement levels), less text on the pages and more audio 
options for listening to the introductions and directions. The 
teacher web links and lessons have been updated and/or revised 
with the addition of some of the activities contributed by the 
educators using this site. 

Students start off as Recruits to the 
21t4s Academy. They begin with 
a Basic Orientation, graduate to a 

“Cadet” and then become “21t4s” Agent attending the 21t4s 
Agency”. Upon completing all of the 21 things-missions made 
up of quests (projects)-the 21t4s Graduate is presented with 
a printable certificate. Teachers are the SSI Department Chief 
(Secret School Instructor). They approve student work and 
award badges and gems for completed things.

We hope students and teacher alike enjoy this Project and learn 
a lot of new skills.

If you have any questions about the REMC Association or its 
Projects, please contact me at sueschwartz@remc.org.

Sue Schwartz is the Executive Director for the REMC 
Association.  

The New and Really Cool 21things4students 
By Sue Schwartz

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/04/technology/04piazza.html?pagewanted=2&_r=1&ref=homework
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/04/technology/04piazza.html?pagewanted=2&_r=1&ref=homework
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/04/technology/04piazza.html?pagewanted=2&_r=1&ref=homework
mailto:cstansel@umich.edu
http://remc.org
21things4students.net
mailto:sueschwartz@remc.org
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This article is a continuation of our exploration of what 
conditions are essential for a library to begin moving toward a 
Library 2.0. In the last column I explored the idea of the culture 
of the library being one that moves beyond a place that serves 
as simply a repository of information. In addition to having a 
culture of information use and creation, there are several other 
factors that are essential. 

A good resource to explore many of those 
factors is the “SL21: Michigan School Libraries 
for the 21st Century”. Developed by a 
cooperative effort with members of MAME, 
MACUL, and the REMC Association and 
endorsed by the Library of Michigan in 2010, 
SL21 “is a tool to help measure the quality 
of school library programs within individual 
school buildings in Michigan”. Using the SL21 
criteria, school administrators and librarians 
can evaluate their programs and find ways to 
improve them. The SL21 tool is administered by 
the Library of Michigan, as part of the Michigan 
Department of Education. Information about 
the program and downloadable copies of the 
materials can be found within the Department 
of Education website: www.michigan.gov/sl21.

In my humble opinion, the next most important factor in 
moving a library towards the future is having the right resources, 
both print and digital, that enable the students and staff to find 
the information that they need. In Michigan, we have benefited 
from some collaborative efforts that have resulted in huge 
savings in the procurement of those resources. The $AVE Bid 
Project from the REMC Association of Michigan, www.remcbids.
org/ enables schools to purchase supplies, equipment, software 
and other materials at a volume discount. In addition, MeL 
(Michigan eLibrary), http://mel.org/ gives students, teachers 
and all the citizens of Michigan access to a vast array of digital 
resources. In addition to ebooks, research databases with full text 
magazine and newspaper articles, and Michigan History primary 
source material, MeL offers lesson plans and curriculum aids for 
schools through the M.O.R.E (Michigan Online Resources for 
Educators) portal. http://more.mel.org/ 

Here in India, I’m finding that we don’t have the kind of 
aggregated resources that are available there in Michigan. We 
have no volume buy program, so everything we buy we need 
to negotiate ourselves to find decent prices. Of course, prices 
in general are higher here for most materials, except those 
produced locally. Over the years, however, the library staff has 
accumulated a pretty good collection of materials. We have 
a sizable print book collection, included a special collection 
on India, and we also subscribe to a good collection of online 
research databases and ebooks, but even with a pretty healthy 
budget devoted to that purpose, we do not have the depth and 
breadth of materials that you folks back in Michigan have. In 
order for students to move beyond just accessing information in 
the traditional library mode, it is important for a Library 2.0 to 
have those print and digital materials, so that students can learn 
to access and use a variety of resources.

Part of that is to support the International Baccalaureate 
Program, www.ibo.org/diploma/, which puts a high priority 
on critical thinking and research with their extended essay 
requirements. I know there are a number of IB schools in 
Michigan as well. Another important part is to support our 

greater community. In many respects, our 
library at the American School of Bombay, 
www.asbindia.org/, serves essentially as 
the public library for our parents and staff 
members as well. Because of that, our 
collection includes some other materials 
that are not often found in school libraries, 
such as a good travel book collection. ASB is 
also a one-to-one school where each student 
and teacher has, at the very least, a laptop 
computer. Since we are also a BYOD school, 
many of us bring additional devices as well, 
with lots of iPads, Galaxy Tabs, etc. Each 
individual, including parents, can register two 
devices for connecting to the private network 
and the public network is open to all. So we 
have and use lots of digital resources within 
our school as well.

One final piece of information to share is that a new Special 
Interest Group, MACUL SIGLIB, is being organized for those 
interested in the present and future roles of school libraries. 
Look for more information in future editions of this journal.

People interested in more information about the Library 2.0 
concept may want to explore this web site: Library 2.0: the 
future of libraries in the digital age,  
www.library20.com/.

Tim Staal is a past-president of MACUL and formerly 
the Executive Director of MAME. He is currently living 
in Mumbai, India, where he is serving as Head Librarian 
at the American School of Bombay: www.asbindia.org/. 
Tim’s Email: tstaal@gmail.com.

AChIevInG 
LIbrAry 2.0

By  
Tim Staal

“...the next most 
important factor in 

moving a library  
towards the future 
is having the right 

resources, both print  
and digital, that enable 
the students and staff  

to find the information 
that they need
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To: Nancy DeYoung 
From: Arnold Parks, High School 
Science Teacher

Nancy:

I’m irritated (and not in a good way). You 
are an excellent principal and I have great 
respect for your leadership. During the 
past twelve years you have been a friend 
and a mentor. You have pushed me to 
keep my focus on student learning and 
achievement in the classroom. That’s why 
this Facebook decision has me frustrated 
and confused.

You know VERY well that high school 
students are not always thinking through 
everything carefully or clearly. These 
young people are learning how to navigate 
in an adult world and there is a lot of 
“drama” that I have to help them learn to 
deal with. Everything from boyfriend/
girlfriend issues to fights over occasional 
dumb comments and thoughtless actions. 
Opening Facebook amplifies those tiny 
issues into something much bigger. Think 
of how many times “our friend” in the 
English department has made her 

thoughtless comments among the teachers 
on Facebook and how many hurt feelings 
have come from those posts - and we are 
adults!

You know me, Nancy. You know I use 
Facebook. I share things with you all the 
time. I use it, but I don’t see that students 
need to use it. How will this add to the 
curriculum?

Sorry to dump this on you, but I am not 
the only teacher who feels this way. Please 
think about this and get back to me.

Arnie

To: Nancy DeYoung 
From: Phillip Springs, Senior Class 
President

Principal DeYoung:

As senior class president, and on behalf 
of the entire student body, I want to 
thank you. Your recent announcement 
concerning student access to Facebook 
has had an impact on the entire student 
population. Unblocking Facebook has 
been the topic of many of my personal 
conversations with my fellow students. 

Our generation needs to connect 
with others online, and Facebook is 
our meeting place. Thanks to your 
announcement we will no longer feel the 
frustration of being removed from our 
digital world during the school day.

Again, I thank you for listening to the 
requests of the student council and 
responding so positively.

Phil Springs 
Senior Class President

There are four thoughtful perspectives 
here, all with valid points to consider. 
Did the district make the right decision? 
I want to hear what you think. Leave a 
comment at http://www.mikeypartridge.
com
Michael Partridge is the 
Instructional Technology 
Specialist for Pinckney 
Community Schools and 
an Adjunct Instructor for 
Michigan State University. 
He currently serves as the 
MACUL SIGMM Assistant 
Director. 

twitter @mikeypartridge

platform. It offers much of the basic 
structure of a Learning Management System 
(LMS) while providing a richer social 
networking framework for the coursework.

Additional ideas
Photographs are easy to take with cell 
phones, smart phones, tablets and digital 
cameras. Flickr allows creation of groups 
and offers solid discussion functionality. 
Photos are often excellent for students 
expressing themselves and feeling 
comfortable with articulating their point of 
view. Flickr and other sites also offer means 
of access to photos taken by others, and in 
the process your students will learn about 
how to check access rights. This can be a 
great way to open up discussion of all sorts 
of topics and gain participation by students 
who might otherwise hold back.

Pinterest may be used in a manner similar 
to that just described for Flickr, but instead 
collecting and commenting on Web sites 
and specific content from within those 
sites. Students learn more about search 
techniques, about how to assess the content 

of a site, and how to organize and categorize. 

Google+ hangouts may be used for groups 
of teachers to discuss and socialize outside 
of the workday. This may be a useful way 
to get work of mutual interest done, with 
the added benefit of smooth integration 
with Google Docs. Teachers may also find 
this of value for interactions with parents 
or combinations of students and parents; 
the logistics of this may be much more 
manageable than finding a time to meet at 
the school.

Tumblr offers a broader “scrapbook” 
approach to blogging, enriching the 
“collector” aspects of Pinterest. It is riskier 
in that the content is often intended for 
intelligent adults. But as one way of helping 
your students learn about the world of 
social networking, you might provide some 
guidance to their parents and suggest that 
parent and child create something together, 
or with each watching what the other 
creates. This could be a rewarding and fun 
collaboration for both, and it would put the 
task of deciding about appropriate content 

in the hands of the parent. You might 
offer some guidance, but this is one way 
of working with students who will already 
be exploring social networking outside the 
school, and giving them a framework in 
which some healthy learning could take 
place, both for students and parents.

CodA
As you are reading this, you are probably 
thinking about what your school needs 
to do now with social networking. Your 
own personal social networking can be a 
crucial next step in this. Talk with your 
principal and others about your school 
being even more proactive in grabbing 
the opportunities and educating about the 
pitfalls through more open access, deliberate 
use in classes and with 
information and guidance 
for parents.
Greg Marks is the Director 
of Product Development at 
Michigan Virtual University.  
He can be reached at  
gmarks@mivu.org.

Social Networking continued from page 19

Facebook Faceoff continued from page 21

http://www.mikeypartridge.com
http://www.mikeypartridge.com
mailto:gmarks@mivu.org
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Rebekah D’Haene ............$1,380.44
Mt Morris Jr. High School
A Vernier LabQuest 2 Science Kit 
with additional probes and sensors 
will allow students to conduct 
scientific inquiries and collect 
datum for further interpretation. 
It is hoped when students are 
presented with opportunities for 
science in a real world context that 
they will understand difficult science 
concepts more than in a traditional 
setting. Probeware will be used to 
help students collect, analyze, and 
record their observations during labs, 
fieldwork and demonstrations.

Sheila King .......................$1,499.00 
Heritage Christian Academy
The M-bot Personal 3D Printer will 
be used to develop CAD instruction 
as part of an 8th grade computer/
careers curriculum. We will beta-test 
the TinkerCAD software, lesson plans, 
and 3D printer in the after-school 
computer club. Using data from the 
testing phase, we will create the lesson 
unit plans for the curriculum.

Jessica Steffel ....................$1,408.00
Ausable Primary School
7 sets of 5 Sifteo Cubes will allow 
intelligent play in word work centers 
to improve students’ decoding and 
spelling skills. Using Sifteo’s creativity 
kit, we will design activities for the 
cubes aligned with our phonics and 
spelling instruction. These hands-on, 
self-checking activities will allow for 
individual application and immediate 
feedback on skills acquired, leading to 
stronger decoders and spellers.

Tasha Candela .................$1,425.38
Lake Shore High School
8 licenses of Adobe Flash CS6 and 
a Canon PowerShot S95 Camera 
will enhance the curriculum in an 
Advanced Web Design class and 
allow students to continue mastery of 
another industry program for creating 
websites. These students will compete 
in a contest to display their skills.

Delia Bush ........................$1,456.38
Alpine Elementary, Kenowa Hills
Students & staff will utilize 6 iPod 
Touches to create video and audio 
book reviews of classroom and school 
library books. A QR code for the book 
reviews will be placed in the reviewed 
book so students can easily access 
the review to determine if they are 
interested in reading the books.

Rachel Husek ...................$1,314.47
Academy of the Sacred Heart
A Hitachi XGA Multimedia Projector 
& other materials will be used to 
construct both a Frustrated Total 
Internal Reflection (FTIR) table and 
Laser Light Plane (LLP) table. Lessons 
will be simultaneously presented to 
early elementary students on these 
multi-touch tables to determine which 
is more educationally sound and 
developmentally appropriate.

RachelGoldberg ...............$1,400.00
East Middle School, Plymouth-Canton
8 Raspberry Pi microcomputers, 
Arduino microcontrollers, & 
peripherals will be used to introduce 
hands-on technology to interested 
students who will progress along 
a continuum from concrete to 
abstract understandings of circuitry, 
microprocessors, and computer 
programming. 

Kathy Walcott ..................$1,448.00
Roguewood Elementary, Rockford
4th and 5th grade students in a 
Spanish immersion program will use 
videoconferencing, video recording 
and editing tools on (2) 32GB iPads 
with wi-fi to help develop verbal 
and written communication skills 
by interacting with native Spanish 
speakers in multiple countries. 
Additionally, students will develop 
these skills by creating online content 
to be shared with parent and student 
communities within our district and 
region. The devices will also support 
differentiated learning in other subjects 
as students engage in independent 
projects and investigations.

Betty Picard ........................$459.89
Harper Creek Community Schools
Karla Hammond $871.92
Pennfield High School
8 Ebook Readers and 8 copies of 
The Voyage of the Beagle will be 
used to introduce the instructional 
use of ebook readers for primary 
source articles and books into the 
classroom. The initial 12 texts selected 
will be based on Science standards to 
extend reading and writing across the 
curriculum.

Pam Brennan ...................$1,359.00 
Tower High School, Warren Woods
An iPad 3, Apple TV and other 
peripherals will be used to develop 
mathematical practices related to 
the Common Core State Standards. 
Student work will be broadcast from 
their desk, allowing them to explain 
their mathematical thinking on a 
daily basis and to hear other students’ 
explanations. This technology enters 
the students’ digital world and 
captures their interest.

Congratulations to the following MACUL Grant Recipients! 
These grant winners will be posting podcasts about their proj-
ects on the MI Learning site on iTunes U or presenting at the 
MACUL Conference. Watch for a new MACUL Grant cycle  

in Spring 2013 at www.macul.org.

2012-13 MACuL Grants Awarded

www.macul.org
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Katie Fotis ........................$1,121.85
Galesburg-Augusta Middle School
5 Cannon PowerShot SX 150 cameras, 
2 tripods and other items will be used 
by middle school students to visually 
“write” and tell the stories of their 
communities. Students will discover 
the history of the communities and 
present a narrative that demonstrates 
the growth and changes that have 
occurred as we moved into the 21st 
Century, raising awareness of changes 
in education and what students need 
to succeed.

Nora Thompson ..............$1,403.00
Harley Franks Early Childhood 
Center, Ingham ISD
Two 16GB iPads with wi-fi including 
a data plan and Pages & Keynote 
software will support the development 
of an online resource library for 
families, daycare providers, and staff 
who support infants and toddlers with 
special needs. Parents and providers 
will use staff-created instructional 
videos, presentations and documents 
to practice specific skills together.

Amy Dirlam .....................$1,200.00
Upton Middle School, St Joseph

3 External Hard Drives, 30 External 
Desktop Microphones and a 
Digital Video Camera with a Zoom 
Microphone will assist with creating, 
storing and documenting projects 
submitted by K-12 students who 
participate in a yearly technology 
festival for the entire district 
community.

Mary Jo Andrysiak ...........$1,466.00
Pennfield High School
2 iPads 2s, Apple TVs, cases with 
keyboards and apps will be used to 
give middle and high school Physical 
Education teachers the ability to 
collect, analyze, and share fitness data 
with students, parents and staff. The 
data will be used to show growth and 
drive instruction.

Margaret Lincoln .............$1,490.06
Lakeview High School
13 FollettShelf ebooks with unlimited 
simultaneous access and a 16GB iPad 
with Wi-Fi will provide curriculum 
resources in the form of ebooks to 
support a new high school World 
Mythology course. Although piloted 
for World Mythology, this librarian/
teacher collaborative project is a model 
that can be replicated as additional 
ebooks are purchased for other 
curricular areas.

Beth Lundy .......................$1,497.00
Galewood Eaton ISD
Three 16GB tablets and applications 
for emotion diary, emotional identifier 
and visual schedule will be used to 
improve students understanding 
of daily activities and schedules. 
Students will create visual schedules 
to help them understand and cope 
with changes. They will use specific 
applications to journal their emotions 
throughout the day when changes 
occur.

Marie Wolffe ....................$1,477.50
Cass Elementary, Livonia
By using 2 HP Mini 1104 Netbook 
computers, 3 Sifteo packs and 9 Sifteo 
cubes, Kindergarten students can work 
collaboratively to play the games that 
provide aural, visual and kinesthetic 
practice for naming letters, letter 
sounds and basic words. The teacher 
can assess their understanding by 
monitoring the immediate feedback 
provided by the cubes.

Sabina Austin ..................$1,442.00
Gwinn Middle School

This grant will help 8 teachers receive 
one-on-one professional development 
to integrate the use of technology 
tools they currently possess with their 
curriculum. With the implementation 
of one-to-one netbooks, the immense 
wealth of resources available on 
the web as well as cloud computing 
and storage are now at the students’ 
fingertips. 

Sallie Spencer ...................$1,497.00
Olivet Middle School

3 iPads from this grant will be used 
with others to infuse technology into 
the inquiry process and help students 
make working plans for their inquiry, 
gather and evaluate information, create 
work that represents their learning and 
share it with fellow students.

Scott Merkel .....................$1,400.00
Cummings Elementary, Grandville
This project will utilize technology 
and 140 TenMarks licenses to create 
a blended instructional model to 
meet individual student needs. The 
TenMarks online program uses 
current testing data for our 5th and 
6th grade students to create individual 
“playlists” for each student based on 
their assessed weaknesses. This will 
benefit students needing remediation 
as well as those ready for challenge and 
extension.

Anne Asplund .....................$898.00
Phelps Middle School/Birchview 
Elementary, Ishpeming
2 iPads with apps will be used as part 
of a mobile iPad center to engage and 
motivate student groups. Teachers will 
develop lessons and activities for target 
areas and learning styles allowing 
students to become active participants 
in their learning.

Gloria Bond ..........................$1,437
Bath High School
15 Finch robots will be used in 
teaching a certified Computer Science 
course to High School students. Finch 
robots can be used with almost any 
programming language and come with 
light, sound and movement sensors.
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Getting them there safely
For over 50 years, Dean 

Transportation has been  

a proud partner to schools  

across Michigan, safely 

transporting nearly 20,000 

students daily.

DeanSchoolBus.com      |      DeanTrailways.com

http://DeanSchoolBus.com
http://DeanTrailways.com
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